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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

PUBLIC SERVICES COMMITTEE – 1st June 2017

Present: Councillor Mrs Bennett (Chairman)
Councillor Webster (Vice Chairman)
Councillors Mainstone, Mrs Mainstone and Matthews

Also present: Cllr Sweatman 

Officers present: Town Clerk

32 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There being no questions the Chairman moved along to item 2.

33 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies had been received from

Cllr Mrs Mockford (Town Mayor) Attending Town Mayor Duty
Cllr Mockford Attending Town Mayor duties with Town 

Mayor
Cllr Hodges Personal Commitment 
Cllr Mrs Russell Personal Commitment 
Cllr Saull Personal Commitment 
Cllr Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor) Away

34 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: The Minutes of the meetings of 9th March and 8th May were accepted 
as a true record and signed by the Chair  

35 CHAIRMANS UPDATE

The Chairman advised that the new police station is fully operational and it was 
great to see such a turn out for the official opening.   
Following the County Council elections the WSCC councillors are Liz Bennett  EG 
Meridian,  Heidi Brunsdon EG Imberdown and Jacquie Russell EG Town and 
Ashurst Wood.  
The General Election on the 8th June (next Thursday) will see East Court, Chequer 
mead and other public access buildings used for polling stations.      
Further to the discussion of supported accommodation in East Grinstead raised by 
the closing of both Dart Court and Packer Close, we are dismayed to learn that 
Clarion Group are not planning on rehousing social tenants in the new premises to 
be built but instead they will be marketed.  It was thought that the intention was to 
house families as this was the demonstrated need from the housing list.  So not 
only are the dwellings to be lost to the elderly but also to social tenants on the 
whole.  The Chair will be in discussion with the Clerk as to further representation to 
Clarion and Mid sussex on this matter. 
The consultation asking for evidence of not being able to find suitable elderly 
accommodation has been launched and will continue over the next few weeks. 
Jonathan Ansley is leading on this evidence gathering.
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There was comment as to the Dart Court position, which had been considered at 
Planning but the change in the position not fully appreciated.  It was felt that Affinity 
Sutton as was, have not been as upfront as they could have been about this as it 
was not clear pre-planning that they were not intending to rent out the refurbished / 
rebuilt properties.  It was felt that MSDC who would deal with the planning 
application next would need to scrutinise the position clearly.   

36 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Mrs Bennett declared she was a member of the Stone Quarry Crew for item 6 
and an elected member of both Mid Sussex and West Sussex County Council
Cllr Webster declared he was an elected member for Mid Sussex DC and as cabinet
member for community he declined to take part or vote concerning item 11. 

37 POLICE MATTERS

The Committee noted the report, asked that the Clerk indeed arrange some training 
with Robert Rhodes–Kubiak on hate crimes.  

It was further noted with approval that the Council should be vigilant about the 
security of its land. It was clarified that the land that is owned by East Grinstead 
Town Council on East Court was already quite secure as it was mostly buildings and 
the car park. It was suggested that MSDC should be advised to consider the land 
they lease in a similar vein.  

The report was noted 

38 PARKING

The chairman introduced the report and welcomed the good news as to the parking 
review. It was felt that this could provide some short medium and long term 
solutions to the overall problem. The Committee echoed that there was no easy 
solution, would require all levels of local authorities working with the schools to 
overcome and re-educate people especially at school drop off and collection times. 
There were suggestions that the bus routes may make significant differences if we 
can ensure that they run well.  The report was noted 

39 REPORT FROM COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER

The Chair gave a further update on the stone quarry meeting to advise that all 
partners have worked hard on the idea of the multi-use play area, the Stone Quarry 
Crew had been asked to undertake consultation but Mid Sussex were now less 
keen on the idea, and identified a number of issues quite late in the day.  There 
would be further consultation lead by Mid Sussex to hopefully make the final 
decisions as to what can be provided.  It looked as though there was progress at St 
Lukes for the community room and this was welcomed. 
The Committee discussed the pavements are for people campaign and noted that 
Jonathan has been leafletting where problems arise.  However riding bikes on the 
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pavement seems to be an issue now. Although a Highway code breach it is difficult 
to determine action as the police would enforce, but they have to see it.  It was not 
known whether operation crackdown could be used to report these offences.  It was 
suggested that the EG cycling forum may be able to help publicise good practice.  

It was requested that the estate agent dealing with the St Lukes building be 
contacted and asked to mow the lawns in the “for sale” ground floor flats, the grass 
was over a foot long and looked a mess. 

The report was noted with pleasure.

40 STREET PASTORS

The report was noted with the thanks of the committee for the great work that the 
street pastors do.   

41 HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION GROUP  

The report was noted.

42 SILVER SUNDAY

The Committee welcomed the Silver Sunday coming to East Grinstead as it had 
been such a success last year.

RESOLVED:  To recommend to Finance and General Purposes for £250 to be 
awarded to Mid Sussex toward their costs.  

43 LOWDELLS LANE 

It was noted that the joined approach should be welcomed as it will stop some of the 
problems. It was also commented that it may highlight others and potentially identify 
where the flytipping comes from.  The Committee would watch the development with 
interest.        

44 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no other business, the Chairman thanked the committee and announced 
the next meeting as 7th September and she closed the meeting at 8.13pm. 

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


